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Play review of Frankenstein 

 

We saw on the 13th February 2015 a play of Frankenstein, inspired by the novel of Mary Shelley at 

the theater Mazenod in Marseille. 

The show was written by Paul Stebbings and Phil Smith. The play explored different themes, they mixed 

serious themes with popular entertainments. 

Elizabeth is the daughter of the Professor Fleishflayer who is the professor of Victor Frankenstein too. 

Together, they tried to bring life to dead bodies with lightning. After the death of the professor, Victor 

succeeded and created a monster who will make a lot of trouble. 

The script of the play is slightly different from the book. Indeed the play is more humorous than the 

story into a comedy. During the whole play the actors made us laugh even in a serious situation. The actors 

are not as we thought they would be, they were funnier and crazier than the characters of the novel. Also 

there were new characters in the play, such as Igor, the monkey, professor Fleishflayer and the sausage 

sellers. In the story Justine is the daughter of the blind man but in the novel she helps Victor's family. 

Some of the characters in the play were weird, like Igor and sausage sellers, but really funny. The 

relationships between the characters were pretty appropriate. 

The vocal quality of the actors was great, they spoke loudly with a clear articulation. The gestures of the 

characters of the play were sometimes inappropriate but always in a funny way. 

They were really engaging and interesting to watch because they spoke loudly and took a lot of space on the 

stage. 

The set was very simple. There was just a kind of laboratory with some accessories but everything 

corresponded to the dark atmosphere of a scientist's laboratory. We could have the impression of being in 

the real place described in the novel. There was an efficient play of light too. They managed to bring smoke 

and that contributed to a special effect when they were trying to make the machine work. The costumes were 

very well-made. They really looked like old ones. The make-up was simple. By the way, at one moment, 

they did something very impressive. Elizabeth's lips turned into blue without anyone seeing her putting on 

lipstick. We can add that they tried to add sound effects like music. So it contributed to the funny side of the 

story. 

 

The play was very interesting, the acting chops was stunning and hilarious. For us this is a very good 

adaptation of the novel of the Mary Shelley. They succeeded in mixing the dramatic context of the story 

with a funny rendition, like a parody of the story. 

Honestly we just laughed during all the show, with their scary intervention on the public. If we could we 

would go and see it again but unfortunately it was their last performance in France. 

For us this is probably one of the best hilarious adaptation of a dramatic story. 

 

By Asmaa Raiss, Oumaya Ibouroihim and Maroua Hadj-bourorga 
 

  



GUILLARD Laura, MACIS Chloé, JESSEL Lisa 

 

Play review of Frankenstein 
 

In February, we had the pleasure of seeing a rendition of Mary Shelley’s most famous book, Frankenstein. 
This play, directed by Paul Stebbings, was performed in the Mazenod Theatre in Marseille. 

The main theme of this show is science and how to give life to a dead body. It’s also about the story of the 
monster who is discriminated against. 

With this show, the actors want to show and to explore the gothic literature. 

 

Victor Frankenstein who wants to marry Elizabeth, the daughter of his professor, needs to create life to 
enter their family.  

Then the professor Fleishflayer gave him the secret to put life in dead bodies. Victor became obsessed with 
this idea.  

To create life he needs members of dead bodies so he goes in a cemetery where he meets Igor, a strange 
man. Finally, he manages to achieve his goal but the creature is so huge and ugly that people call him “the 
monster”.  

As he is being rejected because everyone is afraid, he starts to kill people. 

 

The play was based on the novel but there are a lot of differences between both of them, such as the 
monkey. There is also the relation between Elizabeth and the professor who is not her father in the book. 
Igor doesn’t exist in the original story. 

In our opinion, Victor was younger than we thought but the Monster was really realistic. 

The actors were really talented. Even if the script was in English we understood it because they spoke 
fluently and loud enough. 

Their gestures were good and helped us to understand the play. Moreover, a lot of them were comic. 

The play was interesting and not boring because it was funny and during the time where they were 
changing their outfits, two characters were taking up the space. 

 

The set was really great and there weren’t a lot of props but there were multifunction (the chest was also 
the table or the bench). The costumes were simple but according to the time period of the show. The 
makeup of Frankenstein was very realistic and it was scary.  

Moreover, the light conveyed the proper mood, particularly when they alternated the lights to imitate the 
lightning, just as the sounds because there were noises of screams and storms.  

All of these elements helped us to understand the play. 

 

We encourage you to see this production, the public was interested in the performance, but as we already 
knew the story, at some moments it was a little bit boring. 

According to us, at some moments the show was strange but funny. 

  



MOHANADAS MAXIME – VADON RIVIERE CHLOE 

 

To begin, let's tell you what we've understood about the play's story : 

Frankenstein is a young scientist and a student of Professor Fleischflayer.  

One day, he met Elizabeth, his professor's daughter. When they were making an experiment on a 

dead snake, the professor succeeded in bringing it alive for few seconds.  

The snake bit the professor and died again, at the same time as Elizabeth's father.  

A few years later, Victor was still seeking the way to bring back the dead alive. He thought he could 

use electricity. Then, Igor, one of his friends, helped him by stealing parts of dead bodies. Victor 

created a Monster and brought it to life one stormy night and let it escape after he killed Igor. 

 

 Furthermore, we went to see Frankenstein, on Friday, February 13th , at the theater Mazenod, in 

Marseille. The main themes are : Death, Resurrection and Science evolution.  

The play conveys a message which is : “Should we play with death and the dead ?” 

 Moreover, the play changes some details compared with the original text, in the book: 

* there isn't Igor because Victor is working alone 

* William, Victor's brother, is killed by the Monster 

* the Monster kills Elizabeth instead of living with her. 

 The set established the correct mood for the play and it helped add to the development of the 

characters, the plot and the setting ! Props and set were very well-made !  

The sound effects and music contributed to the show's mood, it was AWESOME ! 

 

 Then, we are going to tell you what we think about our 4 favourite characters we love the most :  

* Victor Frankenstein is the main character, he is not the one you can imagine if you read the book. 

The book's character is a wild scientist who is always working alone, never takes a rest until his work 

is finished. The play's character was a young student, full of energy ! He just wanted to discover the 

secret of life and marry his fiancée. 

* The professor Fleischflayer was mad “in the good side”. We loved when he threw some bones, 

brains,... on the audience as if he wanted us to be part of the play ! 

* “The sausage woman” was very FUNNY, insane and she represented the people who liked to kill 

Frankenstein, his creature and his fiancée. 

* Igor was extremely crazy, funny and … endearing ! 

 

Finally, we'd like to conclude by sharing our opinion : the audience was extremely attentive and also 

interested. This performance as a whole was AMAZING ! It was very funny because the team 

interacted with us ! However, it was also serious... 

  



Arpaïa Florent          2°4 

Corso Matthieu 

Jouan Andy 

Task : write a play review of Frankenstein 

 

 

We went to the Mazenod theater on Marseille, 13th February 2015. The play was 

Frankenstein by Paul Stebbings, which was inspired by a book written by Mary Shelley, a 

famous writer of the 19th century. 

The main theme of the show is the questions about the responsibilities of humans in front of 

the evolution of science. 

The story is about a scientist: Victor Frankenstein, who creates a monster, he hasn’t got a 

name; he’s tall, ugly and green. 

The monster runs away and kills three persons but he is nice, finally the Monster became 

crual. 

When we compare the novel with the film we see some differences, we see the father of 

Elizabeth and his death, a test of the machine on a monkey and the apparition of a new 

character: Igor, the assistant of Frankenstein. In the beginning, it’s more humorous but still 

realistic. The actors have a good voice we can hear normally and understand them. 

The costumes are not bad but there are quaint. The actor playing the monster has a lot of 

make up on the face. We think it’s a good play because in the beginning it’s very interesting 

and humorous but the end it’s very sad. The decoration is soft and simple but efficient. 

  



Write a play review of Frankenstein 

 

A few weeks ago, both of us saw « Frankenstein », a play created by Paul Stebbings 

because, with school, we had to read the book written by Mary Shelley. We went to the theater 

called Mazenod, (which is located in Marseille), on February the 13th in 2015. The main themes of 

the show are death, and being brought back to life.  

At first, the professor Fleischflayer appeared among the viewers. It was frightening because 

he was shouting to us and to himself. He is very ugly and he is Elisabeth’s father. Then he went 

back to his laboratory and Frankenstein, the main character of the play arrived. Elisabeth, his 

future wife and him were making experiment on a monkey: Victor. They were hiding themselves 

from her father when he discovered them. They talked a lot about these experiments, and the love 

between them…  

During the play, the father died because of a snake’s bite. Frankenstein decided to continue 

the father’s experiments and created the monster with dead bodies. This monster killed several 

people and when Frankenstein learnt it, he was accused of this murder. Then, he tried to speak to 

the monster… 

Unlike the play, in the book we don’t know Elisabeth’s father because she was adopted by 

Victor’s parents. At the moment of the parents’ death, they promised to take care of each other 

and to marry. We learnt that when Victor was young, he saw a tree which was burnt by lightning 

and he always wanted to learn the secret of the life. This is why he became a scientist, and 

created the monster. 

During this play, three actors changed their costumes many times because there were a lot 

of characters to perform. They weren’t wearing make-up because they should change their part, 

and if they should wear make-up, it would take too much time to become another character. There 

weren’t a lot of props because there were a lot of scenes and when they had to change them, it 

would have been too much long. We saw that the clothes were adapted with the historic context: it 

takes place in the 1800s. 

To conclude, we thought that the play Frankenstein was a really good play. Actors were 

amazing and their way to include jokes in the story was great. We loved Victor Frankenstein 

actor’s way to speak and to express himself. It was the first play we had ever seen and we were 

impressed. 

 

Yazdjian  Margaux  

Montanelli Emilie 

  



PLAY REVIEW 
Aghazarian Sévane, Gabani Lauralee 

 

   On Friday, February 13th we had the pleasure of seeing Frankenstein. The play was 
performed at Théâtre Mazenod in Marseille. The main message is to love each other, 
not for their appearance but for their personality.  

  In the play, it began with the Professor Fleischflayer who was talking about his 
work in front of the class where Frankenstein, was studying. He was sitting next to 
us, like we were considered as the class and let us participate. Whereas, in the book 
it began with captain Walton who found Frankenstein on an iceberg. In fact, 
Frankenstein was running after the monster who killed his family. At the end of the 
story, Frankenstein is old. In the play, Frankenstein stays young. 

   

 The actors’ vocal quality was good and loud, clearly articulated. They moved a lot. 
The made us interested in the play and the subject. It was entertaining to watch 
because there was a lot action and energy. 

 

  The mood was too funny for the play. The stage was very simple and well lit. 

 

 We think that the play was very different compared to the book. The rendition was 
a little bit weird. We didn’t understood why there was a gorilla and two sausages 
keepers. 

The play was amusing and we spent a good time.  

 

  



Bono Camille, Busicchia Marc, Nabera Sophie, Zybura Claire 
 

Play review of Frankenstein 

 

On 13th February 2015, we saw a play of Frankenstein adapted from Mary Shelley's most famous novel, at Mazenod 

theatre in Marseille. At first glance, the play seems like a horror show, but surprisingly it was a comedic play, 

and set us more interested in Frankenstein's world. 

Victor Frankenstein is a beginner scientist and learned lessons thanks to Elizabeth's father (a scientist too). 

When Elizabeth's father died, he wanted to bring him back to life thanks to thunder and storm. He became 

obsessed about it and he took pieces of dead people to bring Elisabeth's father back to life. One day, his 

experiences succeeded and his creature ( the monster of Frankenstein ) came to life. At first, he thought it 

was a good thing but he realised it wasn't, because the monster killed people. So, he wanted to kill the 

monster, but the monster wanted a woman because he's alone and his creator didn't love him. The monster 

needed to be loved. Victor refused... 

This play has been based on a novel written by Mary Shelley, but the play is not like the book. A kind of 

parody... All of this is theatre so there are some exaggerations, but the actors are all the same believable 

because they are good performers and we enjoyed it. But they don't seem realistic because their 

exaggerations don't make it real. The script is not faithful to the original text because the play is more 

comical than the original history. Concerning their gesture, they were very exaggerating and it was real, they 

had emotional faces, they were inside their roles.  

They gave us the desire to continue to watch the play, with their acting chops. They involved the audience, 

they came to us and jumped on us or screamed next to us ! It was funny, we were like characters in the play. 

The make-up of the actors was really good. Like the typical characters, the monster had a square face and 

sometimes his skin seemed to be yellow and green. For the lights, some of the soft ones created an intimate 

atmosphere. The others lights were turned on to develop the actors. The sounds were set to make the 

different things real, and to animate the play. 

We think this play was really interesting as the actors were really good, they involved the audience, they 

made the scene real with machines, cages, and other furniture and they put us into the mood of the play. We 

think this play is fine and pleasant, with actors who are interested by their roles and involved, so it was a 

really good play. 

  



Play review of Frankenstein 

 

We saw in the theatre Mazenod in Marseille on Friday, February 13th. The title of the show is Frankenstein. 

It was written by Paul Stebbings. The main theme of the show is to not push the limits of science. 

The show is about Professor Fleischflayer who had for aim to revive the dead person with a machine based 

on electricity. But he never succeeded and died. His student Victor Frankenstein (the boyfriend of the 

professor's daughter) tried to continue what the professor wanted to do, using lightning, and he succeeded. 

He created a monster with different parts of different dead bodies. The monster just wanted his creator to 

love him but he rejected him so he killed some people without doing that on purpose. The monster asked for 

a wife but Victor refused.  

In the show Victor and the professor tried their machine using a monkey for their experiment but the 

monkey wasn't in the book. Then in the show Elisabeth is the professor daughter whereas in the book she is 

victor's adoptive sister. And other characters were in the show but not in the book like Igor or the sausages 

sellers.  

The actors playing the scene were playing it well, they were into their role like the mad professor who was 

acting and shouting as if he was really crazy. As well the actors had a natural attitude with each other , that's 

normal because they are all the time playing together but all of them were really playing well.  

In our opinion, the beginning was really funny and interesting; we could hear them clearly because they 

were articulating well. The room wasn't a lot lit up. For the sound it was the actors who were speaking loud, 

they weren't using mikes. The costumes were very good moreover the costume and the make-up of the 

monster, it was amazing. The set was good but not spectacular because there weren’t many props. 

In conclusion, the story and the show are very good. It could be better if they had more props but they were 

very good actors. The show was funny and surprising.  

 

COURT Gregory , LABROUSSE Nicolas , KALFOUN Anthony 
  



A few months ago, we saw a play by Mary Shelley which is Frankenstein at 
the theater Mazenod in Marseilles. 

The main theme of the play is science, in order words there are lots of 
references about it, like the labolatory or electricity.  

First, the play deals with a scientist called Victor Frankenstein. He wants to 
create a new creature with pieces from dead bodies, so he finally does it. It 
turns out that the creature is a monster who wants love from his creator. But 
Victor has noticed that his monster was a killer. 

The play that we saw was based on the real script with differences. Indeed 
we noticed some things were added. For example, at the beginning there 
was a monkey on the stage which was funny ( unlike in the book).  

In fact, we can say that the script is not faithful to the original text, it 
seemed like a shorter version because some details were missing.  

Then we are able to say that the characters were believable, their 
performers were realistic and appropriate. We could understand them really 
well. Furthermore, they knew perfectly their lines. Besides, their 
performances were enjoyable and really interesting. 

About the setting, we think that they could do a bit better and put more 
props. We didn't like the laboratory because it wasn't really well made, they 
could have added more details... 

To put it in a nutshell, we really enjoyed the play and the actors as well. 
Honestly, as a whole, the performance was great and the audience was 
attentive and interested as it was quite interactive. 

There is nothing that we didn't really like except the length which was too 
short. 

About the sound, it was a little bit disappointing because it was not 
extraordinary but we can also say that it didn't matter as the characters 
were really good so it was ok. The light was simple and minimalist but as the 
sound it was great.  

About the costumes, we can say that they were original and quite eccentric.  

 

Geronimus Inès, Benayad Nabila, Delahaye Marion, Lecire Emma 
  



Lisa Troulay 

Marianne Cros 

The play of Frankenstein 

 

On Friday, february 13th 2015, we went to the Mazenod theater in Marseille. We saw a parody 

of Frankenstein. The original story had been written by Mary Shelley in the 1800's. The 

directors of this play are Paul Stebbings and Phil Smith. This is a science fiction story about life, 

death and electricity's power.  

It tells the story of Victor Frankenstein and his life. His teacher, professor Fleischflayer, is 

Elizabeth's father and Victor is in love with her. He took a dead snake to put life in his body 

again. The snake woke up and bit the professor. The latter died and Victor tried to bring him 

back to life with electricity. But he failed. After, Victor took the professor's body and other body 

parts. He created a monster and this one killed Elizabeth. Victor brought her to life again...  

The script of this play wasn't written by Mary Shelley because Frankenstein's story is very old 

and Mary Shelley is dead. The script isn't faithful (in the book, the professor is not Elizabeth's 

father) but the story is original and interesting. 

The actors are what we expect, they are so amazing. Their performance was great and really 

realistic and their relationships were pretty cool. We could hear the actor's voices, they spoke 

with a great articulation and a loud voice. 

Their gesture and body movements were great, we remembered that Victor did big movements, 

with his hands, that was impressive. 

On the whole, there were good actors. They were full of life on the stage and very interesting to 

watch, there was no empty space on the scene.  

In conclusion, we can say that we liked this play, the actors were fantastic. They had beautiful 

costumes, accent and make-up. Their voices were loud but sometimes it was difficult to 

understand because they were speaking very fast. 

We think it's a play to be seen. 

 

 
 

 


