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Communiqué de presse: 
 
Rencontre de la Terminale EURO du Lycée Pierre Mendès France (Vitrolles) avec Mme Kristen K. GRAUER, 
Consul général des États Unis d’Amérique à Marseille, en visioconférence, le 25 novembre de 15h à 17h. 
 
Après la projection de quatre petits films passionnants sur le thème «Marseille et les Américains pendant 
la seconde guerre mondiale»* (en V.O. anglaise), les élèves de Terminale EURO ont pu discuter avec Mme 
le Consul général des États Unis sur l’implication des Américains pendant la seconde guerre mondiale, les 
élections américaines et le travail du corps diplomatique à l’étranger. Les élèves, le Consul général et les 
professeurs ont été particulièrement ravis de ce premier échange effectué en anglais. Si les conditions le 
permettent, et avec le soutien précieux de M. Richard Maimoun et de M. Laurent-Joseph Cimino 
(proviseur et proviseur-adjoint), l’équipe de professeurs de section européenne anglaise, Mme Virginie 
Bouroudian et Mme Nathalie Vo, espère une rencontre physique dans un futur proche.  
 
* 1939-1945 : Marseille and the Americans est une série de quatre films réalisée par Matthieu Verdeil, co-

écrite par le réalisateur et Robert Mencherini, en partenariat avec l’Ambassade et le Consulat des Etats 

Unis à Marseille, à partir de nombreuses images d’archives. Il est visible en français et en anglais sur : 

http://vimeo.com/showcase/7208994  
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“I really enjoyed the documentaries they were educational and fun. I have learned a lot 

about the area I live in. I won’t see Marseille the same way. The second part of the meeting 

when we spoke with the Consul was very enriching, she spoke very clearly. But the moment 

we got up to go in front of the camera was very stressful.”  

Gael C. 

 
 

“I found the film very enthralling, the testimonies played a major role 
for me, that’s what made the film live. I guess that the production and 
the filming had to take a long time, and the results are just so satisfying! 
Finally, I'm really thankful to have the opportunity to talk with the 
consul, even if I loved meet her in a real life, without Covid maybe? :) 
Thank you, we are very lucky!” 

Lilou N. 

 
 

“I have lived next to Marseille for 18 years now but I have never heard all of these important events. 

The videos are really interesting and informing about our environment. I always study WW2 with the 

Americans disembarkation in Normandie but I didn’t know the disembarkation in Provence.  

The photographs were real and the interviews with men and women who lived this entire event. 

Moreover, these locations are places that I often go to.” 

                                                                                                                                                     Rümeysa A. ☺ 

 

I have really enjoyed the videos about the Americans in Marseille during 

WW2, I didn’t know about the bombing and the destruction of a major part 

of the city, I have learned a lot about what happened and the influence of 

the Americans in the district of Marseille. 

Mathilde de C. 



 

 

 

“All of these 4 videos were very interesting. We have learned a lot about Marseille’s history 

and things we didn’t know before. We are concerned because we live here, that’s our 

culture and I was glad to know more about my city. That’s a plus for our knowledge and it 

brings us a lot of experience. These videos were nice to watch because of the good quality 

of the movie. I have enjoyed all the anecdotes and testimonies that make all the story so 

real. After the videos we had the meeting with the ambassador. It was very motivating. We 

have learned a lot about her job and how she works daily. She joked with us and that was a 

funny way to learn things and to exchange with her. I’m not against the idea to have a new 

meeting with her again.”                      Dina M. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All of the videos are very interesting. Thanks to them, I have learned a lot about 
the history of Marseille, because I didn't know that a major part of the city was 

destroyed by the Germans. I knew that the city was occupied,                             
but I didn’t know how and when. We all live near the biggest city of the             

Bouches du Rhône, and no one knew the past of Marseille. I didn’t talk the 
Consul, as I was absent on that day, but I’m sure it was a great experience,                                                   

and I hope I will have the chance to meet her one day. 

Amélie W. 

 
 

As far as I am concerned, I really appreciated learning about 

Marseille. I've lived near this city for almost my entire life without 

knowing a lot about its history. Furthermore, the world war two is 

fairly recent, watching the evolution of the city since a not very long 

time made me question a lot of thing, even a few days after the 

screening. About the exchange with the consulate, it was really 

constructive. 

Hana 

The four videos were very interesting. I have learned a lot of things thanks to 

the films. I didn’t know the history of Marseille during the Second World War, 

so I was happy to participate in this project, because Marseille is the mother 

of all the little cities and villages around it. Even if we don’t live in the city 

centre, we are touched by its history. My grand-mother lived on “le Vieux Port”; 

it’s the reason of my interest. Besides the chronology of the films was great. I 

appreciated the topic and I think it was a good idea to show students these 

films. It’s our heritage and the source of our culture.             Emma C. 



 
 

 

 

 

This film surprised me because in the French imagination the “Zone Libre” did not 

have as much of a problem, but to see Marseille bombed, attacked and being also 

involved in the world conflict made me realize that France was totally moved by those 

events. This report shows the importance of the American entry into the war for 

France and the rest of Europe, it was a relief and the beginning of the end of the war. 

It also shows the links that exist between these two countries. This link continues to 

exist and having met the Consul is a proof of it. It's a great chance that we had.                                    

Safia.K  

As a French student, I was really captivated by 
Marseille’s history during the movie projection.        
I was actually surprised when I found out that 

Marseille’s history is tied to the presence of 
American soldiers during the World War II. 

I also enjoyed our interaction with a consul.                   
I have discovered a lot about a diplomat’s career 

which seems to require some important social 
skills and a great sense of understanding! 

Kenza I. 

The videos taught me a lot about life during World War II in Marseille. I didn't 

know that Marseille had been bombed, it made me weird because I lived in the 

“Panier” neighbourhood and I didn't know he had been bombed. The videos were 

easy to understand and they brought us a lot of information in a short time.                 I 

really liked the testimonies of the Marseillais who added something more to the 

videos. The interview with the Consul was very fascinating, she taught me a lot 

thanks to her clear but detailed answers. I really liked to be able to exchange with 

her. I find it sad that we were not able to meet the Consul in person because of 

Covid, but despite the conditions, she was able to pass on to us the passion she has 

to exchange on her profession.                                           Dorsève  



 
 

 
“I discovered this series of four quality films 'Marseille and the Americans 
during the Second World War' at the beginning of the school year. Since 

then, the question was when to share this beautiful discovery on a theme 
that could only interest my students and my colleagues.  

The fortunate contact with Vanessa Tiersky, cultural specialist allowed us 
to organize a video-conference exchange with Mrs Kristen K. Grauer,  
Consul General at the US Consulate General in Marseille after the 
screening. These films, mixing interviews and archives, are really 

interesting. They, in particular, shed light on a whole section of local 
history. When I hear and read the feedbacks of my students and colleagues, 

I am really grateful for this exciting shared experience.”    Mrs V. 

The film was really interesting and catchy at every film’s end  

I wanted to know more about this topic. It was so captivating 

to learn more about the history of our city and to know that 

she helped to free our country. It was funny, the atmosphere 

and the music were adding something special.  

As for me everything was understandable! And it was a real 

pleasure to meet the Consul and I loved how she was            

so interested in every single of our questions and how 

fascinating the life and the career of a consul is.  

The only bad thing for me was just the fact that this was 

sadly a video-conference because of Covid, it would have 

been so much better face to face! Hopefully we will be able to 

reiterate this event! 

Valentin B. 

“What a nice opportunity to meet with a consul. For you pupils, and for 
us teachers! I have also learned quite a lot about the function of such a 
“fonctionnaire.”  

Sadly indeed, the meeting was virtual, but I do hope if spring brings 
better sanitary conditions, why not meeting in the flesh and visiting the 
consulate in Marseille!  

As for the films, I thought of my grandparents who lived in Marseille at 
the time and who fought in their own ways for freedom in the resistance. It 
was very captivating to see that locations, streets, neighbourhoods we may 
know, are in fact fully loaded with History.” 

Mrs B. 


